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Introduction
At Connected Futures Partnership Nursery Schools, we believe reading is fundamental to children’s communication, imagination, wellbeing and understanding of the world.
We recognise that children become readers through warm relationships, rich language experiences, storytelling, songs, rhymes, repeated exposure to books and meaningful shared experiences.
Research consistently highlights the importance of early reading experiences and high-quality interactions around books in supporting children’s language development, attention, emotional security, imagination, comprehension and long-term life chances. Positive early experiences with books and stories support children’s future learning across the curriculum and help develop curiosity, empathy, confidence and understanding of the world.
This policy sets out how children develop as readers through reading for pleasure, storytelling, language comprehension, phonological awareness and positive experiences with books and print.
The Reading Policy should be read alongside:
· the Communication and Language Policy, which outlines how spoken language and interaction underpin reading development 
· the Vocabulary Policy, which explains how vocabulary and concepts are intentionally developed across the curriculum 
· the Literacy Policy, which sets out how children develop emergent literacy, mark making and writing behaviours. 
Reading is central to our curriculum and embedded throughout nursery life. We aim to develop children who enjoy books, stories, songs and rhymes and who increasingly choose to engage with books independently and enthusiastically from the earliest stages.
Our approach is rooted in the EYFS Statutory Framework and informed by child development research, inclusion, language acquisition and the importance of reading for pleasure.

Reading Principles
At Connected Futures Partnership Nursery Schools, we believe children’s reading development is strengthened when they:
· experience books, stories and storytelling regularly throughout the day 
· develop positive emotional connections with reading 
· hear rich and varied language through stories, songs and conversation 
· revisit favourite books and familiar stories repeatedly 
· engage in storytelling, imaginative play and discussion 
· explore books independently and socially 
· develop listening, attention and comprehension skills 
· encounter books which reflect their identities, experiences and interests 
· experience books which broaden understanding, curiosity and empathy 
· experience reading as enjoyable, meaningful and inclusive. 
Our approach is strengths-based and recognises that children develop reading skills, interests and preferences at different rates and in different ways.

Foundations for Reading Development
We recognise that reading development begins long before children are able to decode words independently.
Children first develop early reading skills through communication, listening, shared attention, storytelling, songs, rhythm, imaginative play and meaningful experiences with books and print.
Before formal reading can develop, children need opportunities to build attention, language comprehension, auditory discrimination, memory, sequencing, narrative understanding and emotional engagement with stories and books.
Shared reading experiences also support children’s emotional wellbeing, relationships and sense of security. Reading together provides opportunities for connection, conversation, imagination and shared enjoyment.
Practitioners create language-rich environments where children experience high-quality interactions, storytelling, songs, rhymes and meaningful conversations throughout the nursery day.
Reading development is closely linked to communication, emotional connection, play and children’s lived experiences.
Reading is supported through both carefully planned teaching and responsive everyday experiences. Practitioners balance intentional teaching, story sessions, focus activities and small-group experiences with spontaneous opportunities for storytelling, conversation, imaginative play and shared reading arising from children’s interests and experiences.

Reading for Pleasure and Story Culture
Reading for pleasure is prioritised across the nursery schools.
Twice-daily story times form an important part of nursery life and provide opportunities for children to develop listening, attention, vocabulary, comprehension and enjoyment of books.
Practitioners carefully select high-quality core books which are revisited regularly in order to deepen children’s familiarity with stories, characters, vocabulary and narrative structure.
Alongside core books, children are encouraged to explore interest books, independently chosen texts, poetry, songs, rhymes and non-fiction materials. Practitioners recognise the importance of finding the right books for each unique child and carefully select texts which reflect children’s interests, cultures, home lives, languages and experiences.
Books also provide opportunities for children to encounter experiences, people, places and perspectives beyond their own. Diverse and inclusive texts help children develop curiosity, empathy, belonging and understanding of the wider world, including positive representation of different cultures, families and disabilities.
Children have opportunities to read independently, with friends and with adults within inviting reading areas and cosy storytelling spaces across the nursery environment.
Books are embedded throughout provision indoors and outdoors and children are encouraged to revisit stories through role play, small world play, puppets, music, movement and creative experiences.
Storytelling and performance form an important part of nursery life. Children regularly act out stories, songs and rhymes through role play, performances and end-of-term celebrations which promote confidence, imagination and enjoyment of reading and storytelling.
Practitioners model expressive storytelling and reading aloud with warmth, enjoyment and enthusiasm.
World Book Day and other literacy celebrations are valued opportunities to promote reading for pleasure, storytelling and children’s enthusiasm for books and language.

Language Comprehension and Storytelling
We recognise that spoken language and comprehension underpin successful reading development.
Children develop comprehension through listening to stories, discussing books and experiences, learning songs and rhymes and engaging in imaginative play and conversation.
Practitioners support comprehension by revisiting familiar stories, discussing characters and events, introducing new vocabulary, encouraging prediction and recall and helping children make connections between stories and their own experiences.
Children are encouraged to retell stories, invent narratives, ask questions and respond emotionally and creatively to books and storytelling experiences.
Storytelling approaches such as Helicopter Stories, role play and collaborative storytelling experiences support children’s imagination, narrative understanding and confidence in communication.

Phonological Awareness
Daily singing, rhymes, rhythm and listening activities support children in developing phonological awareness.
Children are encouraged to notice and discriminate sounds, recognise rhythm and rhyme, join in with repeated refrains, hear patterns within language and develop listening and auditory memory.
Phase 1 phonics is embedded throughout nursery provision through playful and meaningful experiences including environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral blending.
Practitioners recognise that children develop reading skills at different rates and provide responsive and developmentally appropriate support for all children.

Communication, Vocabulary and Reading
Communication and language underpin all aspects of reading development.
Practitioners carefully introduce and revisit vocabulary linked to stories, themes, experiences and children’s interests. Rich conversations and sustained shared thinking support children to develop comprehension, imagination and understanding.
Vocabulary and concepts are intentionally developed across the curriculum through stories, storytelling, role play, songs, focus activities and continuous provision.
Children are encouraged to develop understanding of books and stories through discussion, questioning, prediction, retelling and shared reflection.
Further detail regarding communication approaches and vocabulary development can be found within the Communication and Language Policy and Vocabulary Policy.

Enabling Environments and Reading Provision
The learning environment is carefully organised to support children’s engagement with books, stories and storytelling.
Children have access to inviting reading spaces, story props, puppets, story sacks, small world resources and a wide range of high-quality fiction and non-fiction texts.
Books and reading opportunities are embedded throughout all areas of provision and children are encouraged to encounter print and storytelling within meaningful contexts.
Children are encouraged to care for and value books and to understand how books are used, shared and respected within the nursery community.
Practitioners continually adapt provision in response to children’s interests, engagement and reading development.

Inclusion and Integrated Support
All reading experiences reflect the aims of the Inclusion and Equal Opportunities Policies.
We recognise that children develop reading and communication skills at different rates and in different ways. Practitioners adapt experiences carefully to ensure all children can access, participate and succeed.
Children with SEND, EAL and communication needs are supported through adaptive teaching approaches, visual supports, storytelling props, communication-rich interactions and collaborative working with families and professionals.
We value and celebrate children’s home languages, cultures, identities and lived experiences within reading provision.

Assessment, Reflection and Monitoring
Staff observe, assess and monitor children’s reading, communication and language development regularly through observation, professional dialogue, learning journeys and reflective evaluation.
Assessment is used to identify strengths, interests and next steps and to ensure provision remains responsive to children’s engagement, comprehension, listening and reading development.
Daily Focus Child meetings form an important part of the nursery’s reflective assessment process. During these discussions, practitioners collaboratively review children’s engagement, listening, comprehension, communication and emerging reading behaviours in order to adapt provision and respond appropriately.
Senior leaders and trained teachers monitor the quality of reading provision through observation, coaching, moderation, professional dialogue and reflective practice.

Partnership with Families and Community
We recognise parents and carers as children’s first educators and value strong partnerships with families.
We work collaboratively with families through workshops, lending libraries, story-sharing opportunities, stay-and-play sessions and ongoing communication regarding children’s reading interests and development.
Children regularly borrow books to share at home with their families in order to strengthen the home learning environment and promote enjoyment of reading together.
Parent workshops support families in understanding how children develop as readers and how stories, songs, conversation and shared reading experiences can support language and literacy development at home.
The nursery schools encourage families to access local libraries and community reading opportunities. Visits to local libraries help children and families develop confidence in using books and reading spaces within the wider community.
Families are encouraged to share books, stories, songs and rhymes regularly and to value reading as an enjoyable shared experience.

Leadership, Professional Development and Collaboration
Senior leaders and trained teachers play an important role in maintaining high-quality reading provision across the nursery schools.
Practitioners engage in ongoing professional development and reflective practice in order to strengthen understanding of reading for pleasure, storytelling, language comprehension and inclusive approaches to reading development.
Staff work collaboratively across the federation to share expertise, evaluate provision and remain informed about current research and evidence-informed approaches to reading development.
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Links with Other Policies
· Curriculum Policy 
· Teaching and Learning Policy 
· Communication and Language Policy 
· Vocabulary Policy 
· Literacy Policy 
· Inclusion Policy 
· SEND Policy 
· EYFS Policy 
· Assessment Policy 
· Equal Opportunities Policy
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